
 

 

 

 

 

 

July 17th started off to be another beautiful day in Greenwood. 

Unfortunately, it became one of the darkest days in our history. A lone 

gunman entered the Food Court in the Greenwood Park Mall.  As he 

emerged from the restroom he began firing a rifle, killing 3 people. 

Hearing shots ring out, Elisjsha Diken immediately identified the 

shooter, took cover behind a pillar, drew his weapon and fired at the 

shooter from 40 yards away.  He was able to eliminate the threat. 

While doing this Elisjsha also was waving innocent civilians to safety.  

There were countless number of innocent lives saved that day due to 

his quick and selfless thinking. The City of Greenwood and the residents 

here owe a great debt of gratitude to Elisjsha.  

Because of his heroic actions the City of Greenwood proudly honors 

Elisjsha Diken as the 2022 Citizen of the Year. 

 


